
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1920 October 6, 1998
1982. He defeated the incumbent and took of-
fice in January 1983.

Beginning in 1983, Doug began to modern-
ize and revamp the office of Public Guardian/
Public Administrator by stressing outreach to
some of the most impoverished and vulner-
able citizens in Yolo County. By investigating
the need for protective services,
conservatorships, and other benefits, he ex-
tended the social safety network to those in
need.

Once in office, Doug initiated a comprehen-
sive review program of any mental health re-
ferral in order to protect an individual’s rights
during a conservatorship investigation. He
worked with the state ombudsman for the care
of nursing facility residents who lack the ca-
pacity to give informed consent for surgical
treatment, and he has helped to draft laws
and regulations to protect elderly Medi-Cal re-
cipients from losing their homes. He has also
advocated for federal legislation resulting in
the reinstatement of benefits for incompetent
veterans.

During Doug’s tenure in office, he served as
president of the California State Association of
Public Guardians/Public Administrators and
co-founded the National Guardian Association
which provides education and training on pro-
tective services nationwide. From 1994 to
1995, he also served as president of that as-
sociation. During his years as Yolo County’s
Public Guardian/Public Administrator, Doug
has become a nationally recognized expert on
aging, conservatorship reform, long term care,
the disabled, and mental health systems.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to thank Doug
Kaplan for his years of friendship and to wish
him the best in his future endeavors. Doug
has been a real asset to the people of my
congressional district. I salute him for his ef-
forts and commend him for his service.
f
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to JOE MCDADE, the distin-
guished gentleman from Pennsylvania, as he
prepares to retire after 36 years of service to
the country and his constituents. Throughout
his 18 terms, JOE MCDADE played key roles in
areas ranging from energy and the environ-
ment, to America’s highways and national de-
fense, all the while displaying grace and dig-
nity under sometimes adverse circumstances.

In the 10th District of Pennsylvania, JOE
MCDADE is known as a friend to his constitu-
ents, a man whose work as a Member of this
House always aimed to help the individuals
who sent him here. Among other things, he
fought to create better opportunities for small
business, to help former coal miners re-train
for new careers after many mines closed, and
to ensure that local hospitals, highways, and
schools were the best that they could be.

As a member of the Appropriations Interior
Subcommittee, he addressed issues including
alternative sources of energy in order to limit
dependence on foreign oil. He devoted consid-

erable effort to funding environmental infra-
structure improvements such as sewage treat-
ment facilities and flood control.

JOE MCDADE’s contributions reach the na-
tional level as well. As a member of the Ap-
propriations Defense Subcommittee during the
1980s, JOE played a key role in crafting de-
fense and national security legislation. It is in
no small part a result of his work that the U.S.
was able to achieve a peaceful end to the
Cold War from a position of strength and read-
iness.

I join my colleagues today in congratulating
JOE MCDADE on a distinguished career. He
has been a positive force for this nation and
for this House. I wish him continued success
in his endeavors and a long and productive re-
tirement.
f
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Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with
respect and admiration for a man of great for-
titude and commitment to the world commu-
nity. It is with great pleasure that I extend my
high commendation to Harry D. Frels of San
Diego, CA, who has served on the Kiwanis
International Foundation’s board since 1993
and served as President of the Foundation
this year. The Kiwanis International Founda-
tion is the charitable arm of Kiwanis Inter-
national, one of the world’s leading service
clubs. There are currently 8,570 Kiwanis clubs
in 82 nations. The Kiwanis family of service
organizations numbers more than 600,000
adult and youth volunteers. Harry Frels has
traveled as far as France and Korea to pro-
mote the foundation’s goals and programs.

The Kiwanis International Foundation is
playing a central role in the Kiwanis Worldwide
Service Project. In partnership with the United
Nations Children’s Fund, Kiwanis clubs have
pledged to raise $75 million to assist nations
in eliminating iodine deficiency disorders (IDD)
the leading preventable cause of mental retar-
dation in the world today. Under Harry Frels’
leadership, the Foundation reached the $32
million mark in fulfilling this commitment, and
these funds have been distributed to support
IDD programs in more than 65 nations.
UNICEF estimates that these Kiwanis-funded
IDD programs are now saving more than 6
million children from mental retardation each
year.

Harry Frels is a Marine Corps veteran of
World War II. He has been a Kiwanis member
since 1961 and has served as president of
both the North Hollywood and the San Diego
Kiwanis clubs. He is currently the San Diego
club’s secretary and executive director. In ad-
dition to Kiwanis, he has served his commu-
nity in many ways, including as a board mem-
ber or chairman of the San Diego Hall of
Champions, the YMCA of San Diego County,
the Salvation Army Central Advisory Board,
the Greater San Diego Sports Association,
and the San Diego Holiday Bowl.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to pay
tribute to Harry D. Frels who is always ready
to contribute his time and talents to meet the
needs of his community and the world. Al-
though he is stepping down as President of

the Kiwanis International Foundation, I am
confident his lifestyle of and commitment to
public service will continue for years to come.
f
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Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
speak in honor of the Woodrow Wilson Post
No. 11, Polish Legion of American Veterans,
USA, which this year is celebrating its 75th
anniversary.

At the conclusion of World War I, various
groups of American veterans of Polish descent
formed organizations for the purpose of pre-
serving the spirit of patriotism and American
ideals, which arose from their service in the
United States Armed Forces.

Woodrow Wilson Post No. 11 carries the
distinction of being the first such organization
in the State of Wisconsin. Formed on Septem-
ber 28, 1923, Woodrow Wilson Post No. 11
was founded by Walter Lewandowski, who
moved from Chicago and patterned the Wis-
consin post after the Alliance of American Vet-
erans of Polish Extract, later changed in 1932
to the Polish Legion of American Veterans.

The first administration of the Woodrow Wil-
son Post No. 11 was Walter Lewandowski,
Commander; Mathew Lewandowski, Vice
Commander; Chester Zaremski, Adjutant; Ste-
phen Czerniejewski, Treasurer; John
Czulinski, John Ignacczak and Louis Bryl,
Board of Directors.

Three years after the Post was established,
a Ladies Legion was formed, which changed
its name to Auxiliary in 1947. The ladies en-
riched the organization by performing vol-
untary work for the organization which was
dedicated to Americanism and American Vet-
erans of Polish Descent.

Members of the Woodrow Wilson Post were
instrumental in organizing Posts Cudahy,
Racine, Kenosha, and South Milwaukee. The
Post has sponsored six national conventions
of the Polish Legion of American Veterans and
yearly sponsors activities to foster and pro-
mote Polish-American heritage in the greater
Milwaukee area.

Mr. Speaker, the Woodrow Wilson Post No.
11 represents the best of the best. The free-
dom and strength of America are in large part
due to their actions both at home and abroad.
I wish to commemorate and congratulate the
past and present members of Woodrow Wil-
son Post No. 11 on their sacrifice and devo-
tion to our country and community.
f
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this opportunity to pay tribute to Higginsville,
Missouri, resident, Rear Admiral Stanton
Thompson (USNR), who recently put his life
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on the line to save two Concordia, Missouri,
boys’ lives.

Recently, Admiral Thompson made the dif-
ference between life and death for two Lafay-
ette County 10-year-old boys during a driving
rain storm. Cameron Holsten and Gregory
Kueck were playing in a ditch near downtown
Concordia, with Cameron’s twin brother, Ken-
dall, when they were swept into a storm sewer
by floodwaters. Working at a nearby drive-in
restaurant, Thompson had no idea he was
about to risk his life to save two others.

Shortly after 5:30 p.m. on a Sunday
evening, word came that the young boys were
trapped in the raging waters in the storm drain
below the restaurant. Without a second’s
thought, Thompson sprang into action and
headed for the drain. He waded into the waist-
deep pool in front of the drain gate, but was
eventually forced to jump into the fast moving
current.

Thompson located the boys approximately
50 to 75 feet inside the tunnel. While their feet
and legs dangled in the current, the boys hung
on to small, wire-like rebar strap protruding
from the wall of the tunnel. Thompson then
made the decision to assist these young boys,
and with the help of Concordia fire and rescue
teams, he successfully brought Cameron and
Gregory to safety one at a time.

Mr. Speaker, Rear Admiral Stanton Thomp-
son (USNR) is a true hero. I am sure that the
members of the House will join me in paying
tribute to this outstanding American who
risked his life to save two young Missourians
from drowning.
f
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Carney J. Campion on the
occasion of his retirement as General Man-
ager of one of our Nation’s most revered his-
toric landmarks, the Golden Gate Bridge. For
more than two decades, Mr. Campion has
been admired for his effective leadership in
managing the Bridge, the Bridge District’s bus
and ferry services, and in navigating the politi-
cal waters connected with running such an im-
portant transportation enterprise. He will long
be remembered as one of the most effective
general managers in the history of the Golden
Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation Dis-
trict.

During an illustrious career, Mr. Campion
was instrumental in advancing numerous
projects of critical importance to the District.
He successfully guided to completion the re-
decking of the Bridge in 1986, purchased and
preserved for future transportation use an
abandoned Northwestern Pacific Railroad
right-of-way, and implemented a public safety
patrol and installed crisis communication
phones to respond to emergencies on the
Bridge. He reorganized the District depart-
ments to improve environmental health and
safety management, and assured the District
public transit system attained full compliance

with the Americans With Disabilities Act.
Under his leadership, the District obtained fed-
eral funding for the seismic retrofit of the
Bridge, deployed new capacity transit coaches
on long haul trips from Sonoma County, and
purchased a new high-speed catamaran
placed in ferry service in 1998.

Perhaps District Board Member Ginny
Simms said it best in a recent issue of the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s
Transactions report: ‘‘I don’t know of anyone
. . . who can state they took a bridge and
turned it into a bus and ferry line. That really
says something about . . . Carney’s ability to
look into the future and say, ‘Why not?’ ’’

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize Mr.
Campion for his steadfast commitment to ex-
cellence over such a long and distinguished
career. We sincerely appreciate his 23 years
of dedicated public service with the Bridge
District and extend to him our best wishes for
an active and enjoyable retirement.
f
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a woman whose commitment
and unselfish devotion, has helped countless
women and their children have a better life as
well as a more promising outlook to the future.
The woman with a heart of gold of whom I
speak is Ruth Lubic.

Ruth Lubic, who until recently made her
home on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, is a
nurse-midwife who has come to the nation’s
capitol with a vision of opening a birthing cen-
ter in one of the District’s poorest neighbor-
hoods. Her need, her aspiration of personally
doing something about the city’s high infant
mortality rate, is evident in her drive, her te-
nacity, and in her faith in humanity.

Allow me to share with you this article about
Ruth which recently appeared in The Wash-
ington Post. It’s a heartwarming story which
speaks of how Ruth is truly ‘‘fulfilling a
dream.’’

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 30, 1998]
A BATTLE WON, A CENTER BORN

NURSE-MIDWIFE TO OPEN BIRTHING FACILITY
FOR D.C.’S POOR

(By Cindy Loose)
To explain how she came at age 71 to be

opening a birthing center in a poor District
neighborhood, Ruth Lubic first has to tell
about the things that have been bothering
her for decades.

The sickly babies she saw in tenement
houses during a nurse-midwife career that
began in 1961. The child sitting on the floor
of a Mississippi sharecropper’s cabin, covered
with flies, her hair reddened by malnutri-
tion.

That visit to Mississippi was 30 years ago,
but Lubic chokes on her words and actually
cries when she quotes the state health offi-
cial who told her not to worry so much, that
‘‘some Negroes got red hair.’’

When the phone call came five years ago
telling her she’d won a MacArthur ‘‘genius
grant,’’ she knew right away what she would
do. She would come to the nation’s capital
and build a model of infant mortality pre-
vention.

Never mind that she was a white-haired
grandmother from New York City, a carpet-

bagger without a building, or millions to run
such an operation, or staff, or permits, or
city connections. She did have her Mac-
Arthur grant of $75,000 a year for five years;
she had the power of her convictions.

And she’s actually pulling it off.
This month, the new nonprofit she formed

began a $1.2 million renovation of an empty
supermarket donated by John Hechinger Sr.
and her family partnership. The D.C. Devel-
oping Families Center will open on Benning
Road NE, across from the Hechinger Mall, in
early spring.

For the price of a hospital delivery, she
and her partners can deliver a baby, offer a
wealth of services to the mother and nurture
the child for three years.

Although it is a far commute from her life
and home on Manhattan’s Upper West Side,
Washington was an easy choice for Lubic.
The city’s infant mortality rate of 14.4 per
1,000—double the national average—‘‘has al-
ways been on my professional conscience,’’
Lubic said. Besides a center here would be
only a cab ride away from policymakers who
might be persuaded to replicate the model
nationwide.

At a time of life when even the most driven
type-A personalities are slowing down, Lubic
took on one of her biggest projects ever.
Those who have come into her path describe
her as single-minded, forceful. She calls her-
self a ‘‘stubborn old woman.’’

Asked why she would take on what seemed
an impossible task, she answered: ‘‘People
are used to the idea that Ruth is a little
crazy. But I’m the age I am, I’ve had my ca-
reer, I’ve been honored and all that. I have
nothing to lose.’’

Soon after being awarded the Mac-Arthur
grant, Lubic quit her job as director of the
Maternity Center Association in Manhattan.
She and her husband took turns flying be-
tween cities for visits. She settled in an
apartment in Southwest Washington and
launched her assault.

Hechinger still seems amazed that he let
Lubic talk him out of the building and 1.2
acres of property—land he had planned to de-
velop. He gave it up only after Lubic had
badgered him and his real estate manager,
Jim Garabaldi, for three solid years.

‘‘We both told her over and over again it
would never, never, ever happen,’’ Garabaldi
said. ‘‘We explained this was our business en-
tity, that as individuals we give charitable
contributions, but this is our business here.’’

But Lubic quite simply wore them down.
‘‘She can soften you up because she’s so in-

tellectually and emotionally sure of the
rightness of her cause,’’ Hechinger said.
‘‘When she’s through with you, you have this
guilt feeling. Plus you’re shocked at the sta-
tistics which prove she’s right.’’

While she was working on Hechinger,
Lubic also was banging on doors all over
town.

‘‘The women we’ll reach have been put
down and let down their whole lives,’’ she
would say. ‘‘The doors of this building are
going to be an escape hatch from despair.’’

She haunted the hallways of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services hoping
for a chance encounter with Secretary
Donna E. Shalala—a tactic that actually
worked.

Through a friend of a friend, she wrangled
a meeting with former HHS secretary Louis
W. Sullivan. Over breakfast, she turned him
into a major fund-raiser who helped her
match a $785,000 grant within a three-month
deadline.

She made city contacts from the bottom
up. When a taxi driver protested that it was
too dangerous to drive her to an evening
community meeting in a tough neighbor-
hood, she told him, ‘‘If I can go, then you can
go, so let’s go.’’
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